The policies have not been formally evaluated despite concern about broader impact on families. We aimed to ascertain the impact on parents, especially vaccine hesitant1 parents, the RCH immunisation service and vaccine uptake.
Methods: Parents and Guardians completed questionnaires between 1st October 2016-31st May 2017 in the nurseled Drop in Centre (DIC) and clinician-led Specialist Immunisation Clinic (SIC). Clinicians completed post-consultation questionnaires. Data collected included reason to attend the services, impact of the policies on attendance and baseline approach to vaccination. Data was also obtained regarding opinion of the policies and their influence on vaccination decisions. Australian Immunisation Register (AIR) data was accessed to ascertain vaccine uptake. The data was analysed using Stata14©, reporting 95% CIs.
Results: Of 607 eligible patients, 393 (87.1%) and 214 (75.6%) were included from the DIC and SIC respectively. 11.5% and 15.4% of parents were motivated by the policies to attend the DIC and SIC respectively, with vaccine hesitant (VH) parents more motivated to attend than vaccine acceptors (38.1% vs 7.9%; difference 22.2%, CI 12-32.5%, p<0.01). Of the 10.7% (23/214) seeking medical exemptions, 65% (13/20) were motivated by policies. However, only 13.6% (3/22) of those seeking exemption were granted overall, and none were granted to those motivated by the policies, seeking exemption. More VH parents felt the policies forced or prompted them to vaccinate compared to vaccine acceptors (54.5% vs 7.8%; difference 46.7%, CI 36-57.4%, p<0.01). However only 8.3% (7/84), 20.2% (17/84) and 38.1% (32/84) of VH or refusing parents planned to fully, partially or refused to vaccinate respectively. Referrals to SIC for VH did not increase compared to the pre-policy period (26.1% vs 28.1% in 2012; difference 2%, CI-6.1-10.1%)1. 67% of all parent comments regarding the policies were negative, although there was majority support for No Jab, No Pay (84.8% DIC; 69.6% SIC) and No Jab, No Play (86% DIC; 72% SIC) in survey responses. Vaccine uptake one and seven months post attendance will be presented.
Conclusion:
The new Australian immunisation policies have influenced hospital immunisation service attendance by VH parents, however more than a third continued to refuse vaccination despite the majority not receiving a medical exemption. The policies may not be impacting the behavior of VH and refusing parents and the social/financial impact of these policies requires evaluation, in addition to vaccine uptake.
